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conditions have enabled them suddenly to become, not
civilised, but rich and strong, and they not unnaturally
have mistaken strength for a higher kind of power which
they must learn by actual experiment that it is not. In
true civilisation they remain, and no blame to them, the
most backward people in Europe; the manners of the
Prussian lieutenant are proof of it.

Moreover, in proportion to the volume of the Teutonic
element in any place is the thickness of the stratum of
population burdened with bad manners. Starting from
the centre of Prance and journeying north-eastward, the
manners of the masses of the people degenerate till they
reach their lowest level in Prussia. This is not due to any
original sin or depravity in the German people, but simply
to the fact that they have not been in contact with civili-
sation long enough for good manners to permeate the
folk. England was deluged with this strong but ill-
civilised immigration in the fifth and following centuries.
It met with a relatively feeble population, partly civilised
by the Celts, and they to some extent raised in time the
level of the mass. In France more of the old element
survived, and French influence has always been a great
factor, even before the Norman conquest, in civilising
England. But even so there have only passed over us
some fifteen centuries since the barbarian deluge, and
that is not long enough. It has taken five thousand
years at least to generate the good manners of India.
Time will do as much for us unless a new barbarian
deluge occurs.

The measure of the civilisation of a people is not, as
the science-poisoned folk of to-day believe, its equipment
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